
 

  

 

 
 
 

LIVE NATION ENTERTAINMENT ACQUIRES LEADING  
ELECTRONIC MUSIC CONCERT PROMOTER HARD EVENTS  

 
 

LOS ANGELES – (June 27, 2012) – Live Nation Entertainment, Inc. (NYSE: LYV) today announced the 
acquisition of leading electronic music concert promoter and festival operator HARD Events.  Since its 
creation in 2007, founder Gary Richards and his team have attracted a variety of today’s top acts to 
headline their shows from Justice, Skrillex, Boys Noize, and Crystal Castles to some of today’s newest 
cutting-edge electronic artists like Major Lazer, Knife Party and Gesaffelstein.  Mr. Richards will continue 
to run HARD Events and will report to James Barton, President of Live Nation Electronic Music. 

 
“Live Nation is committed to empowering the electronic dance space with resources and a network of 
some of the best talent in the industry. Hard Events joins a portfolio of electronic dance music and festival 
promoters and creators including Cream Holdings. We welcome Gary Richards and his team, and look 
forward to helping him continue to expand the reach of this dynamic genre for fans and artists alike,” said 
Michael Rapino, President and Chief Executive Officer of Live Nation. 
 
“Live Nation has put together a team unmatched in the industry and I am pleased to be joining as its most 
recent addition.  I have known James Barton over the years and respect what he has built with the Cream 
brand. We look forward to working hand in hand with James and developing many opportunities to grow 
the electronic music platform on a global level,” stated Gary Richards, Founder and Chief Executive 
Officer of HARD Events.   

HARD Events is a well-respected brand with two hit festivals featured in the Los Angeles area, HARD 
Summer Music Festival and HARD Haunted Mansion.  HARD Summer has expanded to a two-day 
festival in this year and will be held on August 3-4 at the Los Angeles State Historic Park.  In 2011, as just 
a one-day event, the festival drew over 30,000 fans.  HARD Haunted Mansion will be in Los Angeles in 
late October and historically draws 20,000 attendees.     
 
 
About Live Nation Entertainment: 
Live Nation Entertainment is the world’s leading live entertainment and ecommerce company, comprised 
of four market leaders: Ticketmaster.com, Live Nation Concerts, Front Line Management Group and Live 
Nation Network. Ticketmaster.com is the global event ticketing leader and one of the world’s top five 
ecommerce sites, with almost 27 million monthly unique visitors. Live Nation Concerts produces over 
22,000 shows annually for more than 2,300 artists globally. Front Line is the world’s top artist 
management company, representing over 250 artists. These businesses power Live Nation Network, the 
leading provider of entertainment marketing solutions, enabling nearly 800 advertisers to tap into the 200 
million consumers Live Nation delivers annually through its live event and digital platforms. For additional 
information, visit www.livenation.com/investors. 
 
Investor & Media Contact:                                                                                                             
Maili Bergman                                                                                                                 
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HARD EVENTS PR CONTACTS: 
MSO: 818-380-0400 
Alexandra Greenberg x223, agreenberg@msopr.com 
Mitch Schneider x235, mschneider@msopr.com 
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